


NEW YORK: CAPITAL OF THE WORLD 

        NEW YORK AS FOCUS OF WORLD AFFAIRS 
 
More than any other place on earth, the world trades in New York City: stocks and 

bonds on Wall Street, political thought at the U.N., jewels in the diamond district, 

fashion in the garment center…  

 

The resources making this possible are here because of a series of natural features 

so telling that, at a time when the city’s population numbered 30,000, George 

Washington said New York was destined to dominate the hemisphere. His 

prediction was understated.  

 

New York shapes the world and is in turn shaped by it. Among the results are the 

rectangular street grid, the proximity of the financial district to the South Street 

Seaport, the extreme value of Manhattan land, the high cost of everything, and the 

perpetual re-creation of the built environment. 

 

In the early 1800s Napoleon said that Paris that so central to global affairs that 

anyone wishing to accomplish any significant thing needed to be there. Two 

centuries later one might say the same of New York.  

 

Refuge for the immigrants, early motion-picture center, originator of the 

skyscraper, nerve-center of commerce and culture  –  an understanding of the 

world today begins with this great city.  

 

 

 

PETER LASKOWICH 

www.newyorkdynamic.com 

peterlaskowich@earthlink.net 

(973) 256-3742 / (862) 226-1244 
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